Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) at Swanmore College Application Form
Dear Parent/Carer 

We are launching our Silver DofE award application process for pupils in Year 10 (current Year 9).  Your child would need to opt for the Silver DofE enrichment during the Spring term 2026 to complete the essential training. However, they can begin the award from the start of Year 10 and therefore we would need to register them at the start of September. This means that they can work on the 3 sections independently with us checking-in with them via eDofE to monitor their progress - the same as if they did their bronze award with us:

Volunteering – 6 months
Skill and Physical – 1 needs to be 6 and 1 needs to be 3 months in duration (if they are a direct entrant and have not completed the bronze award, then one of the 6-month sections will be extended to 12 months).

Please note that pupils can start the silver award even if they didn’t complete the bronze award. If they are currently working towards their bronze award, they can dual register for both, as long as at least 2 sections have been completed with assessor reports.

If your child is interested in applying to complete the silver award with us, they should take time to complete the application form below. If you would like more information about the award in general please see the YouTube clip below, which has been created by DofE:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqHrGnY_Ktg

Swanmore College’s DofE Centre at Silver is run by school volunteers for training and monitoring of the completion of the award, but the expedition elements are managed by an Approved Activity Provider - Ridgeline Adventures. The cost of completing the silver award at Swanmore for 2025/2026 is expected to be £260. This fee includes full support from the DofE team in school, registering for the DofE award, expedition costs (except transport and food), licensing, equipment (both consumable and non-consumable) and leader training. Some costs may go up or down but if there is any significant change to the expected cost, we will inform you as soon as we know.

As with any course, this fee is non-refundable once the place has been allocated and can be paid for in installments.

Please return the application form and complete, sign the attached contract and return with the initial fee of £80 to Pupil Reception by Monday 30 June 2025. This Payment can be made by cash or cheque, made payable to Hampshire County Council.  If your child is unsuccessful, this initial fee will be returned to you.

Once a place has been confirmed the remaining three £60 installments can be made online via SCOPAY. We do not want money to be a barrier and stop anyone from taking part in the DofE, so if this cost is difficult, please contact us so that we may be able to find solutions to any barriers presented.

The expedition dates will be:

Practice expedition – South Downs National Park (May TBC)
Assessed expedition – Purbeck Hills (July TBC)

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Should you have any questions relating to DofE, please feel free to email: MrsIllsley@swanmore-school.co.uk 

Yours faithfully
Mrs A Illsley


DofE Application letter

Name: ……………………………………….  		Tutor group: ……………………………….

Background experience of walking/camping:

	




Why would you like to do DofE?

	



What do you anticipate doing to complete these sections of the DofE award?


	Volunteering

	

	Skill

	

	Physical

	




Signed: ……………………………………..                                         Date: …………
