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Dear Parent/Carer

I am writing to you regarding the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award here at Swanmore College. 
The Duke of Edinburgh scheme entails completing 4 sections: Volunteering, Physical, Skills and an expedition.  For each of these sections your child will need to take part in the activity for around an hour a week. One of these sections must be undertaken for 6 months and the other two sections are for 3 months. For a full look at what this might entail, please watch the following video from the DofE: https://www.dofe.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Bronze-Presentation-England-with-subtitles.mp4 Further information is available on the college website: Swanmore School - DofE or directly from the DofE website itself.
Training for the expedition section will take place in the enrichment sessions, run every Wednesday afternoon during school hours (so you must choose this enrichment for either the Autumn or Spring term). Here we will check-in on their eDofE side of the award, ensuring they are quite happy in what they are doing and regularly uploading evidence for each section. During your child’s enrichment time we will be completing the required training for the expedition section that will include, campcraft/erecting tents, navigation skills and route planning, planning for and cooking in the field, first aid, countryside code, a walk in the local area and some craft interest lessons like paracord braiding etc. They will then be invited to attend 2 weekend expedition trips (one in the summer term, one in the following autumn term). One a practice, the other assessed. Once successfully completed and in conjunction with the other 3 completed sections, they will be issued with their bronze award. We would expect pupils to complete their award within the school year so that they may then have the option to move onto the silver award in Year 10 if they were to apply. 
Expeditions – The pupils will choose their own expedition groups (4-7 people) to complete the walks with and camp. Please be aware however that as they choose their own groups, it may not be logistically possible for all friendship groups to all be in the same group. We can promise though that all will have at least one friend with them. This will be for the walking only as we are all together for the camping overnight.

About us here
Swanmore College’s DofE centre is run entirely by volunteers and does not receive any outside funding.  The cost for taking part in Bronze DofE with us is £150. This fee includes, registering with the DofE award, a group t-shirt, all expedition costs (apart from food), centre licence, insurances, consumables such as tents, equipment, maps, compass, gas for cookers etc and leader training.  
As with any course, this fee is non-refundable once the place has been allocated (up to 49 places available).
This fee can be paid by cheque made payable to Hampshire County Council or online via SCOPAY, please reference your child’s name and tutor group. We do not want money to be a barrier and stop anyone from taking part in the DofE, so if this cost is difficult, we offer the opportunity to pay in 3 instalments, or if you are a PP family, considerations are available. Please contact us should you wish to know more on: dofe-help@swanmore-sec.hants.sch.uk 
The DofE centre is run by a dedicated team of volunteers, all of whom have undertaken the HCC DofE expedition trainers and supervisors' course along with numerous hours directly with the DofE. Each group will be assigned a leader who will work with them as much as possible. All leaders who drive minibuses hold the MiDAS minibus qualification and on every expedition, there are first aiders present. 

Communication 
General communication will be via email, but also through Swanbites and ClassCharts where necessary. Your child will also have access to a plethora of information on a shared Google Drive. Please ensure that you have provided the college with an up-to-date email address and telephone number. 
All participants are registered on the eDofE system, this is where the young people put information for each of their sections and add their evidence once the section has been completed.  The aim is to have this done before the end of the summer term, so that they can get cracking on their sections over the summer holidays. We can then monitor, sign off and communicate with your child about what they are up to with their progress in the award process. The expectation is that they will have 2 sections complete before we head out on the practice expedition in Apr/May and all 3 completed before the assessed expedition in Sept/Oct. We have the ruling that any pupil that has not met these expectations, may not be invited to attend the expeditions. We have a near 100% pass rate and will not allow the fee paid by you to be squandered. This has, over the years, appeared to be quite motivating for the pupils.
Your child will also have access to a dedicated Google Classroom and a Google Drive where all manner of information and resources (including expedition dates, letters, kit lists, info on each section of the award etc) will be at their fingertips.

Applications
Those pupils who already know they wish to complete DofE at Swanmore should submit an application form as below. Please do not attach any form of money with your application. Those successful will be contacted and issued with a contract/medical form. Any monies due will then be gratefully received, with the relevant paperwork.
Please note. We can only accept a set number of pupils depending on HCC rules and staffing.
Copies can be found attached to this email or from the school website (this is in the process of being updated so please ignore the year printed on it).
Application forms will answer the following questions:
· What background experience do you have?
· Why are you interested in doing DofE and what barriers you may have that would stop you?
· What would you like to do for your 4 sections?

Applications are to be handwritten or typed by the candidate and addressed to the DofE co-coordinator Mrs Illsley or Mr Keenan. All applications are to be sealed in an envelope and handed into pupil reception or emailed to: dofe-help@swanmore-sec.hants.sch.uk  by 3pm on Monday 02 June 2025. Applications made after this date will not be accepted. 
Please note that we meet as a team to discuss and choose successful candidates. Our decisions will be based purely on their application and will be final. Siblings who have completed in the past or applications first in etc will hold no weight in our decisions.  Any applicant who is not successful will be put on a reserve list should any spaces become available. A decision will be back with you within 2 weeks of the deadline. This will then give you time to choose DofE as an option for Enrichment in September.

Yours sincerely
Swanmore College DofE Centre























DofE Application Form
Name: ………………………………………….  Tutor group: ……………………..

What does the DofE Bronze award mean to you?
	



Why should we offer you a place at Swanmore to complete your Bronze award? What barriers might you have to completing the sections and how would you overcome them?
	



Please share any previous experience you have of walking, camping, volunteering, skills or physical activity etc that you are already involved in.
	



What do you anticipate doing to complete these sections of the DofE award?
	Volunteering

	

	Skill

	

	Physical

	



Completing your sections will require a small, weekly time commitment of 1 hour for each of the 3. Are you confident you can give a small amount of your time each week, to work towards completing your sections? 
YES / NO (circle one)

Signed: ……………………………………..                                         Date: …………
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