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January 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
At Swanmore College, we follow a three year Key Stage 4 which allows pupils to start their GCSE 
examination courses at the start of Year 9.  This gives pupils greater time to focus on their GCSE 
subjects and to prepare themselves fully for the formal examinations at the end of Year 11.   
 
The time has arrived for pupils in Year 8 to make decisions regarding the optional courses they 
wish to follow in Years 9, 10 and 11 (KS4). Parental support is vital to ensure pupils make 
appropriate decisions.  I hope you will find this booklet useful and will be able to support your 
child throughout this process. 
 
The College is always striving to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for its pupils, 
providing them with the subjects and skills required to make the next steps in their learning.  
 
Al l  pupils study the following compulsory subjects:  
 
� GCSE English & GCSE English Literature 
� GCSE Mathematics 
� GCSE Science  
� Core RE (non-exam) 
� Core PE (non-exam) 
� Personal Development Learning including Citizenship and Careers Education (non-exam, 

mostly addressed through special days/events and Tutor activities) 
 
Optional Subjects 
 
Pupils also have a choice of four further subjects from four option blocks, listed on page 7 of 
this booklet.  The remainder of the booklet gives detailed information on the courses offered at 
KS4.  Each pupil must select one subject in each block. 
 
In order to progress to Further and Higher Education, it is important for pupils to study a good 
balance of academic subjects.  In addition to English, Mathematics and Science, all pupils will 
be required to pick one of the following: Geography, History, French or Spanish as one of their 
options.  However, all pupils are advised to ensure that they gain a qualification in: 

� Geography or History; 
� a Modern Foreign Language. 

 
These subject choices represent a good balance of academic subjects, placing them in the best 
position both to explore the widest choice of educational pathways and future employment.   
 
Those hoping to go to university should think seriously about the entry requirements for specific 
courses. For example, many further and higher education courses require a Grade C or above 
(Grade 5 or above) at GCSE in Modern Foreign Languages.  Pupils are advised to investigate this 
carefully before completing their form.  More details can be found on the university applications 
(UCAS) website, https://www.ucas.com/ and then go to ‘Find a Course’.  Form tutors can help 
pupils with this if necessary.  
 
Support in Making Subject Choices 
 
The next page features a list of important dates, so please keep this booklet safe over the 
coming weeks.  There are opportunities to meet with College staff at either the Options Evening 
or the Year 8 Parents’ Evening where there will be additional guidance and support for parents 
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and pupils.  All information regarding Year 8 Options (including an electronic version of this 
booklet) can be found on the College website. 
If you have concerns related to your child’s special needs, please contact Mrs Barker from the 
SEND team for an appointment at the Parents’ Evening or at another suitable time if necessary. 
 
Completing the Subject Choices Form 
 
When a pupil is ready to make their choices, form tutors have copies of the subject choices 
forms.  On this, pupils will identify their four choices.  A copy is included in this booklet for 
reference.  The form needs to be signed by the pupil, parent and form tutor.  The final 
deadline for submission of the Subject Choices Form to Pupil Reception is WEDNESDAY 15 
MARCH 2017. 
 
Final Decisions on Option Choices 
 
After subject choices forms have been received, they will be scrutinised by the College.  Our aim 
will be to give every child their first choices; however, this is not always possible for the following 
reasons: 
 
� more pupils opt for a course than there are places available; 
� not enough pupils opt for a course and therefore we are unable to run it; 
� in our opinion, the pupil has made an inappropriate or unwise choice. 
 
In these cases, parents and pupils will be kept fully informed and no change will be made to a 
pupil’s choices without discussion of the options available. 
 
I hope the information provided in the accompanying booklet is useful to you.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact your child’s tutor, in the first instance, if you feel concerned or need 
clarification on any point.  Please keep the booklet safe and bring it with you when you come to 
the Options Evening on Thursday 2 February 2017.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 
A Thomson (Mrs) 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Key Dates for Options Choices 
 
Thursday 2 February 2017 Year 8 Options Evening 5-7pm 
Thursday 2 March & Monday 13 March 2017 Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 15 March 2017 Deadline for submission of Options Forms 
 
GCSE Reform 
 
The Government has introduced a programme of KS4 reform that began with the introduction of 
new GCSEs in English and Maths to be first examined in Summer 2017. The second stage of the 
reforms includes a wider range of qualifications for first examination in Summer 2018. Your 
child will sit these examinations in Summer 2020. 
New information concerning these qualifications has recently been released; however, the key 
features are: 
� examinations are graded on a scale 1-9 (9 being the highest), this replaces the current A*-G 

grading; 
� there is no tiering of examination papers, except in Maths and MFL. Under the previous 

system, foundation and higher tiers were available in many subjects; 
� courses are a fully linear structure, i.e. no modules, no coursework, no controlled 

assessment, ‘except where they cannot provide valid assessment of the skills provided’; 
� examinations include increased extended writing with fewer bite sized questions;  
� there is a focus on a knowledge-based curriculum. 
 
The subject information in this booklet reflects the most up to date information we have 
available. Should there be any further significant changes we will of course notify you.  
 
GCSE Art & Design: Photography 
We are pleased to be able to offer this course to Year 8 pupils.  However, due to the space and 
physical resources required to deliver this qualification, places will be very limited for this option.  
If your child has a very strong and specific interest in studying GCSE Art and Design: 
Photography, please ask them to contact Mr Ainsworth to discuss the course in detail before 
submitting the options form. 
 
Please note however that pupils cannot study both GCSE Art and Design and GCSE Art and 
Design: Photography. 
 
Design and Technology Option Subjects 
From September 2017, there will only be one Design and Technology GCSE offered by all the 
awarding organisations.  This both modernises and subsumes the content and assessment 
procedure: there are no longer separate GCSEs in Electronic Products, Food, Graphics, Resistant 
Materials or Textiles.   
 
We would like to offer subjects that are broad and balanced, which cater for all learners and 
therefore we are offering, alongside the traditional GCSEs, vocational qualifications in the same 
subject areas. Pupils will opt for the subject area and undertake a foundation course in Year 9.  
This will develop skills and expertise in the chosen subject area, which will be transferable to 
both the GCSE and the Level 2 Certificate. Discussion between pupil, parent and teacher will 
then decide which might be the best option for the pupil to take, be it the traditional GCSE route 
or the Level 2 Award (which is equivalent to a GCSE). 
 
There is further information for each Design and Technology course later in this booklet, but feel 
free to visit the online specifications for each course: you can find the links at the foot of each 
subject. 



		
Page	7	

THE SUBJECT CHOICES 

 
In addition to compulsory subjects, pupils choose any 4 other subjects from: 
 
 
Arts 
 

� GCSE Art and Design 
� GCSE Art and Design: Photography 
� GCSE Drama 
� GCSE Music 

 

Humanities 
 

� GCSE Geography * 
� GCSE History * 
� GCSE Religious 

Studies 

Design and Technology 
 

� GCSE Design & Technology (Product Design)/ AQA Level 
2 Materials Technology Technical Award 

� GCSE Design & Technology (Textiles)/ AQA Level 2 
Fashion and Textiles Technical Award 

Modern Foreign 
Languages 
 

� GCSE French * 
� GCSE German * 
� GCSE Italian *  
� GCSE Spanish * 

Other optional subjects 
 

� GCSE Business/NCFE Level 2 in Business and Enterprise (VCert) 
� Cambridge Nationals Certificate in Child Development- Level 2 
� GCSE Computer Science * 
� GCSE Dance  
� GCSE Engineering/ Cambridge Nationals in Engineering Manufacturing/ NCFE 

Certificate in Engineering Studies (VCert) 
� GCSE Food /AQA Level 2 Food & Catering Technical Award/ NCFE Level 2 Certificate in 

Food and Cookery (VCert) 
� GCSE Physical Education/ NCFE Level 2 Certificate in Health and Fitness (VCert) 
� ICT qualification: either  BCS European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) or Cambridge 

Nationals Certificate in ICT- Level 2 
 
*English Baccalaureate subjects 
 
Pupils are advised to choose both a Modern Foreign Language and either History or Geography. 
 

Restrictions on choices 
 
Pupils must choose one subject from each block (see following page). 
Pupils must not take more than one Design and Technology subject.  
(Food is not classed as a Design and Technology subject). 
Pupils should not choose more than two subjects from the Arts category (Art and Design, 
Photography, Drama & Music). 
The following subjects cannot be chosen in combination because of the limits to our resource 
capacity in this area and the overlap in subject content: 

� ICT and GCSE Computer Science 
� GCSE Art & Design and GCSE Art & Design: Photography 
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SUBJECT CHOICES FORM 2017- 2020 
 
SURNAME ______________________________       TUTOR GROUP   8 ______ 
 
FIRST NAME _________________________________ 
 

Subject Choices Option Blocks 
 

Please tick one subject in each block 
 
Block A  

 
Tick 

  
Block B 

 
Tick 

Art and Design   Art and Design  
Art and Design: Photography   Dance   
Business/ Business and 
Enterprise    D&T: Textiles/ Fashion and 

Textiles  

Computer Science  
 Engineering/ Engineering 

Manufacturing/ Engineering 
Studies 

 

D&T: Textiles/ Fashion and 
Textiles   German  

D&T: Product Design/ Materials 
Technology   Geography  

Food/ Food and Catering   Music  
History    ICT  
    

 
 

 

 
Block C 

 
Tick 

  
Block D 

 
Tick 

Art and Design   Geography  
Computer Science   History  
Child Development    French  
Drama   Spanish  
French     
Geography     
Italian     
PE/ Health and Fitness     
Religious Studies     
ICT     
 

 

Tutor Signature  

Pupil Signature  

Parent Signature  

 
Please hand to Reception NO LATER THAN Wednesday 15 March 2017 
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Art & Design 
 

General Information 
 
The course provides opportunities for each pupil to recognise and develop his/her own creative 
ability and to appreciate the relevance of Art and Design to everyday life and the wider 
environment. Pupils will study a wide range of techniques and media that will enable them to 
specialise in Fine Art, mixed media, printmaking, Photography, Graphics and a range of other 
specialisms, so that a final portfolio of work can be produced. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 

� Be willing to think for yourself.  
� Try to show your individuality.  
� Be willing to work independently.  
� Want to try out different techniques; you do not have to be able to draw perfectly!  
� Be willing to work in your own time and take it seriously.  
� Persevere and don’t give up. It really is worth it! 

 
Expected Subject Content 
 
During Year 9, all Art & Design pupils will follow a distinct programme of study that is designed 
to build practical skill, independence and visual literacy. Pupils will undertake a variety of small 
units of work designed to enable them to build a portfolio of work throughout Years 10 & 11.  
 
Each pupil’s individual skills will be directed and counselled through a variety of projects, 
examples being work with printed, constructed and applied textile design, sculpture, ceramics, 
Fine Art, collage and print making.   
 
Some projects will place emphasis purely on visual aesthetics, whilst others will emphasise 
other important factors, such as the function and suitability of a design for a given purpose. All 
of our units of work are reviewed regularly and will usually respond to the exam board’s 
requirements and suggested exam study topics. 
 
All projects will include an element of critical study, and drawing and painting directly from 
observation, as analytical study will provide many concepts on which to base design for original 
artwork in two and three-dimensional media.  The design process, showing sequential stages 
through which ideas pass before being finally realised, is considered an important part of the 
course, as are values of craftsmanship, both in execution and presentation of work. 
 
When pupils show particular strength in art, a craft or design area, they will be encouraged to 
specialise in this during the examination period. 
 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
Examination:  40% 
 
Pupils will receive the question paper in advance, so that preparation can be done thoroughly  
(8-10 weeks will be allowed for this).  10 hours will be allowed for the actual examination, plus 
time to prepare materials and present the completed project. 
All preliminary written work, designs, drawings etc. will be presented for examination with the 
completed ‘examination piece’, which is likely to be a painting, textile design, sculpture, 
screen/lino print, or a piece of ceramics.  Each pupil will decide on the type of response he/she 
wishes to make from the choice of questions/stimuli. 
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Coursework:  60% 
 
For examination, two, three or four units of work are required.  Regardless of the number of 
units submitted, all assessment objectives must be met in the coursework as a whole.  Each will 
show the development of ideas and research, leading to completed designs and works of art.  A 
definite theme or design brief will be the starting point for each unit and, from this, pupils can 
produce any quantity of work in a variety of media.  At least one unit per term will need to be 
completed, with continuous formative assessment taking place.  Sketchbooks are a continuous 
homework element of the course.  Pupils are expected to visit local art galleries and museums 
and to take a general interest in the whole environment. A foreign study visit and trips to Tate 
Modern are also offered to support learning an engagement. 
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Art & Design (Photography) 
General Information 
 
The course provides opportunities for each pupil to recognise and develop his/her own creative 
ability and to appreciate the relevance of Photography to everyday life and the wider 
environment. Pupils will study a wide range of photographic techniques and study a range of 
traditional, new media and Graphic techniques so that a final portfolio of work can be produced. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 

� Be willing to think for yourself.  
� Try to show your individuality. 
� Be willing to work independently.  
� Be willing to work in your own time and take it seriously.  
� Persevere and don’t give up. It really is worth it! 

 
Expected Subject Content 
 
During Year 9, all Photography pupils will follow a distinct programme of study that is designed 
to build practical skill, independence and visual literacy. Pupils will undertake a variety of small 
units of work designed to enable them to build a portfolio of work throughout Years 10 & 11.  
 
Each pupil’s individual skills will be directed and counselled through a variety of projects, 
examples being technical work, darkroom techniques, use of Photoshop/imaging software and 
application of imagery to a wide variety of contexts.   
 
Some projects will place emphasis purely on visual aesthetics, whilst others will emphasise 
other important factors such as the function and suitability of a design for a given purpose. All of 
our units of work are reviewed regularly and will usually respond to the exam board’s 
requirements and suggested exam study topics. 
 
All projects will include an element of critical study to support Photographic understanding. The 
design process, showing sequential stages through which ideas pass before being finally 
realised, is considered an important part of the course, as are values of craftsmanship, both in 
execution and presentation of work. 
 
When pupils show particular strength in a photographic area, they will be encouraged to 
specialise in this during the examination period. 
 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
Examination:  40% 
Pupils will receive the question paper in advance, so that preparation can be done thoroughly (8-
10 weeks will be allowed for this).  10 hours will be allowed for the actual examination, plus 
time to prepare materials and present the completed project. 
 
All preliminary Photographic work, written work, designs, drawings etc. will be presented for 
examination with the completed ‘examination piece’, which is likely to be a series of images or a 
creative response to an exam brief.  Each pupil will decide on the type of response he/she 
wishes to make from the choice of questions/stimuli. 
 
Coursework:  60% 
 
For examination, two, three or four units of work are required.  Regardless of the number of 
units submitted, all assessment objectives must be met in the coursework as a whole.  Each will 
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show the development of ideas and research, leading to completed designs and works of art.  A 
definite theme or design brief will be the starting point for each unit, and from this, pupils can 
produce any quantity of work in a variety of media.  At least one unit per term will need to be 
completed, with continuous formative assessment taking place.  Sketchbooks are a continuous 
homework element of the course.  Pupils are expected to visit local art galleries and museums 
and to take a general interest in the whole environment. A foreign study visit and trips to Tate 
Modern are also offered to support learning an engagement. 
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Business  
General Information 
 
Course Offered:  EDEXCEL GCSE Business  
 
We cover 2 themes: 
 
Theme 1: Investigating small business  

� Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 
� Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity 
� Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice 
� Topic 1.4 Making the business effective 
� Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business 

 
Theme 2: Building a business 

� Topic 2.1 Growing the business 
� Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions 
� Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions 
� Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions 
� Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions 

 

What wil l  I  need to succeed? 

If you are to find this course worthwhile and enjoyable, you need to be the kind of person who 
has a keen interest in what is going on in the wider world.  For example, if there is a major new 
development in technology, like driverless cars, you need to know about it and be able to think 
about the ways in which businesses could use this. You should be the kind of person who looks 
at the news, either online, on television or in newspapers. 
 
Finance is a key part of the course and requires mathematical skills which include calculations 
of percentage changes and averages, as well as interpreting charts, graphs and tables and the 
learning and application of formulae. You will need to learn by heart 12 formulae. This means 
that you need to be able to cope with the mathematical side of the subject.   
 
You also need to be the kind of person who can deal with ‘it depends’ scenarios, as there are 
many solutions to business problems depending on the context of the business concerned.  
These require careful explanation and so you need to be the kind of person who can write well-
structured extended answers using appropriate connectives and key business terminology.  
 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) There are 2 written examinations, 
both taken at the end of Year 11, each lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes.  
 
Theme 1: Investigating small business  
50% of the qualification 
90 marks 
 
Theme 2: Building a business  
50% of the qualification 
90 marks 
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Business and Enterprise 
 

General Information 
 
Course Offered:  NCFE Level 2 in Business and Enterprise 
 
Subject Content 
 
Pupils will study: 
  

� the different types of businesses and how they operate; 
� the essential skills employers look for in employees; 
� the characteristics of an entrepreneur; 
� the  risks and rewards in business and enterprise; 
� how to plan a business or enterprise project including how to carry out market research; 
� how to produce a financial plan for a business or enterprise. 

 
 

Pupils will also have an opportunity to practice a range of ICT skills. 
 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 

� You should have an interest in what is going on in the wider world and particularly in the 
business environment; 

� You will need to be able to work with others either on small tasks or during the final 
project task;  

� You should have good communication skills; 
� You will be prepared to present your work to others; 
� You must be able to work independently; 
� Finance is a key part of the course and you will need to have basic arithmetic skills; 
� You should enjoy working with computer software programs such as spreadsheet, 

presentation and word processing applications. 
 

 
 Expected Assessment Requirements  
 
There are 3 internally assessed units and 1 externally assessed unit. 
 
Individual units will be graded as Pass; Merit or Distinction. 
The final grade for the qualification will be aggregated by combining the grades achieved for 
each unit. The final grade will be issued to the centre by NCFE. 
 
A Distinction* grade will be awarded to learners who have consistently achieved a Distinction 
grade in every unit which demonstrates the learners’ high standard of knowledge, 
understanding and skill at Level 2. 
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Child Development 
 

General Information 
 
Course Offered: Cambridge Nationals Certif icate – Level 2 
 
This course is for pupils who want to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in Child 
Development.  The skills and knowledge acquired will be relevant to those who aspire to work 
with children, nursing, midwifery, social work and teaching, both Primary and Secondary.  It 
consists of two centre-assessed units (Controlled Assessments) and an externally examined 
unit.  It provides a solid foundation for progression to further Health and Social Care studies. The 
course is beneficial to all as life skills training.  Cambridge Nationals provide a strong base for 
progression to Further Education, whether it is to Level 3 Cambridge Technical Awards or A 
Levels, apprenticeship or work. 
 
A range of food and textile related practical activity tasks will be completed during the Year 9 
foundation year of the course to encourage the development of physical, intellectual, emotional 
and social skills (PIES). 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
To ensure success in this subject, pupils will need to: 

� have access to a child between birth and four years old to observe; 
� have an interest in children and watching how they play and develop; 
� enjoy learning about all aspects of families and children up to the age of 5. 

 
Subject Content 
 
Unit 1 – Pupils will learn the essential knowledge and understanding for Child Development, 
covering reproduction, contraception, antenatal care, birth, delivery, postnatal checks, 
responsibilities of parenthood, conditions for development, childhood illness and child safety.  
Unit 2 – Pupils will gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies and young children and 
an understanding of the factors to be considered when choosing appropriate equipment to meet 
all of these needs.  They will also gain knowledge of nutrition and hygiene practices and will be 
given the opportunity to evaluate dietary choices.   
Unit 3 - Pupils will gain knowledge and skills in development norms in children up to the age of 
five.  This unit will include researching, planning, carrying out activities with children and 
observing and reviewing these activities, as well as an understanding of the development norms 
and the benefits of play in child development. 
Visitors, both professionals and adults with babies and young children, will form an integral part 
of the course. 
 
 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
The course consists of three units: 
Unit 1 – Externally set examination (50%) 
Unit 2 – Centre Assessed unit (externally moderated) 25% 
Unit 3 – Centre Assessed unit (externally moderated) 25% 
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Computer Science 
 
Course Offered: OCR GCSE Computer Science 
 
General Information 
 
The course provides opportunities for you to develop your knowledge and understanding of how 
computers work. You will learn how to write code, design programs and understand the ethical 
and legal impact of digital technology. Cyber Security is also an important element of this 
course. This course is for those who wish to learn how to become producers of technology 
products rather than just consumers. You will study a range of strands that will allow you to 
specialise in Programming, Developing Database Systems, Systems Administration and a range 
of other specialism later in your careers. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 

� Be willing to think for yourself, work independently and meet deadlines. 
� Enjoy solving logic puzzles. 
� Be determined and willing to persevere. 
� Have access to a computer with internet access at home or be able to stay 

after college to use the ICT facil it ies to complete homework and practice 
programming skil ls.  

 
 
Expected Subject Content 
 
The course will cover the following content: 

� Systems architecture  
� Memory and storage  
� Wired and wireless networks  
� Network topologies, protocols and layers  
� System security  
� System software 
� Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns  
� Algorithms 
� Programming techniques  
� Producing robust programs  
� Computational logic  
� Translators and facilities of languages  
� Data representation  

 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
Examination:  80% - 
At the end of Year 11, you will sit two papers, one focusing on the theory of Computer Systems 
and one with a focus on programming and algorithms. Both papers have identical weighting of 
40%. 
 
Coursework: 20%  -  

� Pupils will complete one practical programming project which will cover Programming 
techniques including Analysis, Design, Development, Testing & Evaluation. 
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Dance 
 
General Information 
 
Dance is fundamental for developing an individual’s creative, imaginative, physical, emotional 
and intellectual capacities.  The study of Dance contributes to pupils’ aesthetic and social 
development as it promotes fitness and wellbeing.  During the course, pupils will improve their 
confidence, self-esteem, body awareness, sensitivity to others and team work.  Effective 
performance requires the candidate being able to dance in front of an audience in both solo, 
duo and group work. It also requires physical effort and the determination to succeed and 
improve.  Pupils will be required to take on the role of a choreographer where they will need to 
employ the skills of creativity and problem solving.  They will have to direct others and make 
informed decisions about the dances they see.  This GCSE also provides a route to studies in 
further and higher education in Dance or Performing Arts, as well as vocational or professional 
training and community activities. 
 
In Year 9, pupils will learn techniques and performance pieces from a variety of different dance 
styles including Ballet, Contemporary and Modern.  They will observe professional dance works 
and be expected to choreograph their dances using these ideas as their stimulus.  They will 
perform in front of their peers and in assemblies to help improve their confidence and 
performance skills.  There is a great deal of practical work which requires a high level of 
commitment to the course.     
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
Successful candidates will require: 

� The confidence to perform different Dance styles in front of an audience, and in front of 
an external moderator in exam conditions; 

� The maturity to wear correct Dance clothing and the ability to conduct themselves in a 
manner similar to that of a professional; 

� Creativity and imagination when taking on the role of a choreographer; 
� Leadership skills in order to teach Dance ideas to others; 
� It is recommended to have Dance experience outside of school in order to access the 

practical and technical criteria. 
 
Subject Content 
 
The subject content will include both practical and theoretical lessons.  It will include the 
following areas: 

� a Performance of two Set Phrases; 
� a Duet or Trio based on the Set Phrases;  
� Individual Choreography;   
� a Written Paper focused on Dance Appreciation. 

 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
The assessment is split between a number of different practical performances and a written 
paper examination at the end of Year 11. 
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Design & Technology 
 
Course offered –  GCSE Design & Technology (Product Design) /  

AQA Level 2 Materials Technology Technical Award 
 
General Information  
 
Pupils will gain a broad understanding of the properties of materials and commercial practice in 
related industries. They will develop practical skills which will enable them to produce practical 
outcomes manufactured from woods, metals and polymers. Pupils will be expected to apply 
technical and practical expertise to ensure that a product meets a manufacturing specification 
and is suitable for its intended purpose. Pupils will also develop valuable transferable skills in 
teamwork and communication.  This course will prepare pupils to participate confidently and 
successfully in an increasingly technological world.  There will be opportunities to apply their 
knowledge from other disciplines, including Mathematics, Science, Art and Design, Computing 
and the Humanities. Successful completion of this course could lead to further study of a wide 
range of courses at A Level, related Level 3 vocational qualifications, or an apprenticeship in a 
related area of employment. The pupils will follow a foundation course in Year 9 and then 
specialise in either the GCSE D&T (Product Design) Award or the Materials Technology AQA 
Technical Award, which is the equivalent to a GCSE qualification. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
Pupils should have an enthusiasm in designing and making.  The pupils will build on their Key 
Stage 3 Design and Technology knowledge.  This qualification is intended for pupils who are 
interested in understanding the working properties of woods, metals and polymers (plastics) and 
who wish to use these materials in a practical way. It will particularly appeal to pupils who are 
looking for a course that is practical in nature and will prepare them for further study and 
employment within related industries. 
 
Expected Subject Content 
 
The course will give pupils the opportunity to develop an understanding of: 

� materials and their working properties; 
� processes and manufacture; 
� joining, components, adhesives and finishes; 
� commercial practice; 
� developing design ideas, testing and evaluating their work in order to refine their design 

decisions in developing products which will allow pupils to show their creative flair. 
 
Expected Assessment Requirements 
 
Both the GCSE and the Technical award will require a practical unit and an externally assessed 
examination. 
 
GCSE - will be weighted 50% NEA (new term for Controlled Assessment) 50% written 
examination paper (1-9 Grades). 
 
Technical award -will be two practical units with evidence folio weighted 60% and written 
examination paper 40%. 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/technical-award/materials-technology-
3740  
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Design and Technology 
 

Course offered- GCSE Design and Technology (Texti les) /AQA Level 2 Fashion & 
Texti les Technical Award  
 
General Information  
 
Pupils will develop skills in making high quality products using textile materials. Pupils will be 
expected to make a range of products, prototypes and samples, applying technical and practical 
expertise to ensure that the product is fit for purpose. They will have the opportunity to use 
traditional skills and modern technologies. Pupils will also gain an understanding of commercial 
practice and potential career opportunities in the fashion and textiles industries. 
The skills and knowledge gained will allow pupils to progress to a wide range of courses in both 
general and vocational qualifications. It is a particularly good preparation for A-level Design and 
Technology (Fashion & Textiles), related level 3 vocational qualifications, or an apprenticeship in 
a related area of employment. This qualification prepares pupils by developing an in depth 
knowledge of textile based materials and their practical use within the fashion industry. Pupils 
will also develop valuable transferable skills in teamwork and communication that will be of 
value to them no matter what career they choose to follow.  The pupils will follow a foundation 
course in Year 9 and then specialise in either the GCSE D&T (Textiles) award or the Fashion & 
Textiles AQA Technical Award, which is the equivalent to a GCSE qualification. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
This course is intended for pupils who are interested in using textiles in a practical way within 
the context of the fashion industry and wish to develop skills and knowledge that will prepare 
them for further study and employment within this sector. It will particularly appeal to pupils who 
are looking for a course that is practical in nature. 
 
Subject Content 
 
This course will give pupils the opportunity to develop an understanding of: 

� materials, components and technologies and the ability to select these appropriately; 
� how to read, interpret and work from drawings, plans and instructions; 
� quality and how this can be achieved by making to fine tolerances; 
� key technical terminology related to materials and properties; 
� commercial and industrial practices within the Fashion and Textiles industries; 
� a wide range of Dyed, Printed, Stitched and Constructed techniques will be explored 

including colouring fabrics, surface embellishment, fabric manipulation, joining fabrics, 
applying fastenings and components, decorative edges, sleeve setting and collars, 
pockets, using patterns and templates; 

� CAD/CAM and traditional Textile techniques; 
� smart and modern materials as well as wearable Technology. 

 
Pupils will be encouraged to use a range of fabrics and approaches, using different equipment 
and cultural techniques. 

 
Expected Assessment Requirements 
 
Both the GCSE and the Technical Award will require a practical unit and an externally assessed 
examination. 
 
GCSE - will be weighted 50% NEA (new term for Controlled Assessment) 50% written 
examination paper. 



		
Page	20	

 
Technical award -will be two practical units with evidence folio weighted 60% and written 
examination paper 40%. 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/technical-award/fashion-and-textiles-
3720  
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Drama 
 
General Information 
 
Drama actively engages pupils in a wide range of creative, practical and stimulating activities. 
The subject also helps to develop pupils as effective and independent learners and as critical 
and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 
 
The course works to develop competence in a range of practical, creative and performance 
skills whilst encouraging pupils to work imaginatively and creatively in a collaborative context, 
generating and developing and communicating ideas. 
 
Career paths in this subject can range from all areas of theatre work to teaching and even a 
career in Law. The subject provides pupils with many transferable skills which are highly 
valued in the workplace. 
 
GCSE Drama provides a strong and appropriate foundation for further progression to Drama 
courses, including A-level Drama and Theatre Studies, and enhanced vocational and career 
options. As this is a performance based course, pupils must be prepared to perform on a regular 
basis for their class mates and a wider audience. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 

� The ability to work well in a group.   
� A willingness to perform in lessons and sometimes publicly. 
� Good organisational skills. 
� The willingness to read scripts, learn lines and research topics for background 

information. 
� The ability to work to deadlines. 
� The ability to creatively and explore ideas practically. 
� The ability to communicate in good written English - this is especially important for the 

written Controlled Assessment work and written exam paper. 
� A genuine interest in the theatre and dramatic arts. 

 
Subject Content 
 
GCSE Drama Examination Board: OCR 
 
During Year 9 all Drama pupils will follow a distinct programme of study that is designed to build 
practical skill, independence and creativity. Pupils will undertake a variety of units of work 
designed to enable them to build upon their practical skills base. The year culminates in a 
performance evening to parents. 
 
In Year 10, pupils will focus on developing their devising skills and performance skills, as well as 
study of a set text. Mock assessments will take place for all 3 components of study. 
 
In Year 11 all components of the exam will be completed. 
 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
This is a full GCSE course offering the entire range of grades from 1 – 9.  There is no tiered 
entry. 
 
Assessment is broken down into the following areas: 
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Component 1 & 2: 60% of qualif ication 
 

Component 1: Devising Drama 
60 marks (20 marks final performance / 40 marks portfolio evidence) 
Pupils will create a devised performance in groups. They will be able to select a starting 
point from a range of stimuli provided by the exam board. 
Performances will be between 5 and 15 minutes, depending on the size of the group. 
All performances will be supported by a portfol io which is evidence of the pupils’ 
devising process and can be a made up of a combination of writing, images, observation 
notes and artefacts. 
 

 
Component 2: Text Performance 
60 Marks (20 marks interpretation of text / 40 marks demonstration of theatrical skill) 
Pupils will take part in two performances of two extracts from a text. 
Performance lengths will vary according to the size of the group. In this unit, pupils can 
work individually or in a group of up to 6. Pupils must present at least one 
performance as part of a group. 
Pupils will be required to produce an accompanying concept document which outlines their 
intentions for the performance. 
 

 
Component 3: 40% of qualif ication 
The exam component will be assessed at the end of the qualification and will be 1 hour and 
30 minutes in length. Pupils will have to complete two compulsory sections. 
 

Section A 
50 marks 

Pupils will be asked about preparing and performing a text. They will draw on the 
experience of studying a whole text during the course from a list set by the exam board. 

Section B 
30 marks 

This section asks the pupils to review a performance they have seen on their course.  
They will be primarily assessed on their ability to analyse and evaluate, but will also be 
marked on their accurate use of subject specific terminology. 

 
Over the course of the GCSE, Pupils must be willing to see live theatre. The department will run 
trips to the theatre throughout the academic year. Failure to see any live theatre over the course 
of three years will impact significantly upon component 3 of the GCSE. 
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Engineering 
 

Course offered – GCSE Engineering (AQA)/ 
   Cambridge National Certif icate in Engineering Manufacture– 
Level 2 / 
   NCFE Certif icate in Engineering Studies -Level 2 
 
General Information 
 
Engineering gives pupils an excellent opportunity to develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding in the context of real-world engineering and by encouraging learning through 
studying of real engineering companies.  It offers hands-on experience of skills needed in the 
engineering field.  Pupils will study current and past engineering developments, relating this to 
real life experiences.  The course provides opportunities to develop designing and practical 
skills, including the use of modern technologies i.e. CADCAM (Computer Aided Design Computer 
Aided Manufacture) tools and equipment. The subject provides an excellent route into world of 
Engineering, but can also lead you into working in a wide range of other design and 
manufacturing careers. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
To succeed in this course pupils should have: 

� an enjoyment of practical work and exploring different solutions in different contexts and 
materials 

� an enjoyment of exploring ideas and modelling them using ICT as well as hands on 
construction 

� you need to be inspired and motivated to gain an insight into related sectors, such as 
manufacturing 

� a good understanding of Mathematical principles and the ability to apply these to solve 
problems involving formulas and units of measurement 

 
Expected Subject Content 
 
In Year 9, pupils will complete a foundation course. They will develop engineering skills by 
undertaking focused practical tasks.  This will involve a hands-on experience of using the tools 
and equipment relevant to engineering, including the use of CADCAM (Computer Aided Design, 
Computer Aided Manufacture).  Pupils will work in a range of materials, to manufacture items 
using the Brazing Hearth, Hand tools, Lathe and Milling machine.   
Pupils will also learn about: 

� Pneumatic and Mechanical Systems; 
� Engineering Materials, including calculating stress, strain and failure points; 
� Systems (Electrical, Mechanical and Pneumatic);  
� Testing and Investigation; 
� Manufacturing processes; 
� The impact of Modern Technologies. 

 
Expected Assessment Requirements  
 
All the GCSE and the Level 2 certificate awards will require a practical unit and an externally 
assessed examination. 
 
GCSE - will be weighted 40% NEA (new term for Controlled Assessment) 60% written 
examination paper (1-9 Grades). 
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/engineering/gcse/engineering-8852  
 
Cambridge Nationals Certif icate in Engineering Manufacture– Level 2 will be three 
internally assessed units with evidence portfolios weighted 75% and written examination paper 
25%. 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals-engineering-manufacture-level-1-2-
award-certificate-j832-j842/  
 
NCFE Certif icate in Engineering Studies -Level 2 will be three internally assessed units 
with evidence portfolios weighted 75% and written examination paper 25%. 
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/ncfe-level-2-certificate-in-engineering-studies-
1932.aspx  
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ICT 
 

General Information 
 
We are offering a Level 2 ICT qualification which be of interest to those pupils who are looking to 
become competent in the use of office applications. Ofqual (the government exams 
organisation) are in the process of finalising the list of approved ICT qualifications and we 
anticipate being able to confirm the exact title of the qualification before final choices are made. 
At present we are considering ECDL or OCR Cambridge Nationals, both of which will equip pupils 
with valuable skills to enhance their employment prospects and also help them with their further 
education studies. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed?  
 

� An interest in developing your skills in basic software applications. 
� The ability to work independently and meet deadlines. 
� Access to a computer at home or be able to stay after college to use the 

ICT facil it ies to complete practical homework activit ies. 
 

Expected Subject Content 
 
To include some or all  of the following:  

� how to create and edit word processing documents; 
� how to manipulate numerical data using spreadsheets and/ or databases; 
� how to design and produce high-quality presentations to communicate information; 
� how to use it tools to improve productivity; such as using automated tools like macros 

and mail merge; 
� how to create multimedia products. 

 
Expected Assessment Requirements: Grades- Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* 
ECDL  
Online tests only covering all 4 units  
 
Level 2 Cambridge Nationals in ICT 
 
3 units- internally assessed equating to 75% 
1 written exam– externally assessed equating to 25% 
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Food 
 
Course offered -   GCSE Food / 
   AQA Level 2 Food & Catering Technical Award / 
   NCFE Level 2 Certif icate in Food and Cookery  
 
General Information  
 
The food course will equip pupils with the knowledge, understanding, skills and creativity they 
need to cook. It will give them the ability to apply the principles of food science, nutrition and 
healthy eating. Pupils will be able to make informed decisions about a wide range of further 
learning opportunities and career pathways and will develop vital life skills so they can feed 
themselves and others affordably and nutritiously. 
 
The pupils will learn a wide variety of practical cooking techniques to prepare and cook food 
healthily, whilst gaining a proper understanding of the scientific principles behind food and 
nutrition. The course allows pupils to show their creative flair by the modification of recipes to 
improve their nutritional and sensory profile. Pupils will develop vital life skills that enable them 
to feed themselves and others, now and later in life. It promotes independent thinking, decision 
making, planning and organisational skills. Above all, it allows pupils to create a wide selection 
of delicious food products.  
 
Expected Subject Content 
 
A great deal of the course will be taught through practical sessions to ensure a greater 
understanding of the working characteristics of different food materials. The pupils will develop 
knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical processes as well as 
the nutritional content of food. There will be a wide range of cookery skills learnt, and a clear 
understanding of food safety and hygiene. The course embraces and emphasises understanding 
and enjoyment of British and international ingredients and cuisines. Pupils will be given the 
opportunity to apply this knowledge both in their cooking and theory sessions.  
 
Expected Assessment Requirements  
 
All the GCSE and the Level 2 certificate awards will require a practical unit and an externally 
assessed examination. 
 
GCSE Food & Nutrit ion - will be weighted 50% NEA (new term for Controlled Assessment) 
50% written examination paper (1-9 Grades). 
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/food-and-nutrition/  
 
AQA Level 2 Food & Catering Technical Award will be three internally assessed units 
with evidence folios weighted 75% and written examination paper 25%.  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/news/new-technical-award-food-and-catering  
 
NCFE Level 2 Certif icate in Food and Cookery will be three internally assessed units 
with evidence folios weighted 75% and written examination paper 25%. 
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/ncfe-level-2-certificate-in-food-and-cookery-
2019.aspx  
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Geography 
 
General Information 
 
The OCR GCSE examination aims to develop and extend Key Stage 3 knowledge of locations, 
places, environments and processes. It also aims to gain pupils understanding of the 
interactions between people and places. The use of fieldwork and development of other skills, 
for example Geographical Information Systems (GIS) is encouraged. Wherever possible, 
geographical knowledge is applied to real life contexts. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
The most important aspect is that you are interested in the world around you. 
Geography is the study of people and places and the interaction between them. If you are 
interested in the awe and wonder of the natural world, are keen to discover more about people 
in the UK and other countries and want to learn about how the planet can sustain itself in the 
future, then Geography is for you.  
 
Subject Content 
 
The course is divided into eight themes as well as geographical skills and fieldwork. The eight 
themes are: 

1. Global hazards 
2. Changing climate 
3. Distinctive landscapes 
4. Sustaining ecosystems 
5. Urban futures 
6. Dynamic development 
7. UK in the 21st Century 
8. Resource reliance 

 
Expected Assessment Requirements 
 
There are three written examinations: 
 
Exam 1: Our Natural World  
(Nos 1,2,3,4 above, plus fieldwork and geographical skills) 35% of total GCSE 
 
Exam 2: People and Society   
(Nos 5,6,7,8 above, plus fieldwork and geographical skills) 35% of total GCSE 
 
Exam 3: Geographical skills and Decision Making Exercise 30 % of total GCSE 
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History 
 

General Information 
 
History is not only a valuable subject in its own right, but also provides a wide range of 
transferable skills which are relevant to many careers, for example journalism, the law, teaching, 
police force and research. 
 
In an increasingly information rich world, particularly with the expansion of the internet, History 
is one of the few subjects that directly teaches pupils to select, evaluate, analyse and draw 
conclusions from information.  Pupils also examine the causes and results of important 
changes, study the varying points of view of people affected by major events, and analyse the 
reliability of historical source material. 
 
A study of the past is also a good way to obtain knowledge and understanding of the present.  
History provides a sense of direction to human progress and the chance to benefit from 
experience.  It is about the actions of real people in real situations, and the significance and 
consequences of those actions. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 

 
� The willingness to research information and to communicate in good written English is 

important in History.  
� Pupils that enjoy reading typically do very well.  
� You will also need to be good at revising and remembering key information and using this 

to support your opinions.  
� Most important is a genuine interest in the past and the enthusiasm to find out more.           

 
Course offered 
 
OCR GCSE History B Schools History Project J411 
 
Expected subject content 
 
The History GCSE will consist of three elements to the course, designed to give differing 
perspectives on the study of history. 
 
The GCSE will consist of three papers: 
Paper 1 covering two topics:  1 hour and 45 minutes 
A Thematic Study – The People’s Health, C1250 to present  
A British Depth Study - The Norman Conquest, 1065-1087                     
Paper 2 covering two topics:   1 hour and 45 minutes 
A Period Study – The Making of America, 1789-1900                                        
A World Depth Study – Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945                      
Paper 3:   1 hour                                                                                                             
History Around Us – A  local study based on a site investigation of Portchester Castle. 
 
Expected Assessment requirements 
 
100% examination.  Paper 1 and Paper 2 each awarded 40% of the total GCSE mark, Paper 3 
will be awarded 20% of the total GCSE mark.                                       
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Modern Foreign Languages 
 
General Information 
 
English is not enough…More and more colleges and universities are asking for a GCSE in a 
language as part of their requirements for being accepted onto a course.  Learning a language is 
a challenge and can be tough, but why not use it as an opportunity to show future employers or 
colleges / universities what you are made of?  We live in an increasingly globalised society 
where knowledge of another language is seen more and more as a valuable asset and one that 
can increase your earning potential. 
 
We offer a wide range of languages at Swanmore for GCSE: French; German; Spanish and 
Italian.  Languages are increasingly important in today’s world and you would undoubtedly 
benefit from taking a language at Key Stage 4.  
 
You may choose to continue with French, or take up one of the other three 
languages.  There is also the possibil ity for you to study two languages at GCSE. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
You will need: 

� an enquiring mind and the ability to use a variety of communication strategies and 
language learning skills 

� to develop an understanding of your chosen language in a wide range of contexts 
� to be prepared to broaden your horizons by developing an awareness of the culture and 

identity of the countries and communities speaking the language you are studying  
� to develop the ability to communicate effectively, spontaneously and fluently in both 

speaking and writing in the target language 
� to develop key skills such as grammatical awareness, regular vocabulary learning and 

solid pronunciation and intonation, which will prepare you for further language study 
 
Language learners also benefit from a wider knowledge of their own language and the culture in 
which they live.   
Learning a language is a life skill – it gets you places! Don’t regret not taking this chance to do 
so… 
 
Subject Content -  GCSE in French, German, Spanish, Ital ian 
 
The three overall themes are:  

1.  Identity and culture: including family relationships, free time activities, media and 
talking about local customs. 
2.  Local, international and global areas of interest: including holidays, the environment 
and talking about where you live. 
3.  Current and future study and employment: including talking about school, and 
discussing future study and job plans. 

 
Pupils will be expected: 

- to understand and communicate  in the language using the following four skills: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing..  Written work will also include some 
translation of short texts from English into the foreign language 

- to use a variety of language across a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes and 
audiences 
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- to understand different types of written and spoken language from a range of sources, 
including recorded input, authentic texts, literary and factual texts. (Literary texts may 
include poems, short stories, extracts and excerpts from articles, novels or plays.)   

- to complete regular homework, which may be vocabulary learning or feature any of the 
four skills.  Homework tasks will often use electronic media 

 
AQA GCSE Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) – all  four skil ls wil l  be 
assessed in the form of separate end of course examinations 
 

 Assessment Objectives Weighting 
AO1 Listening: 

Understand and respond to different types of 
spoken language. 

25% 

AO2 Speaking: 
Communicate and interact effectively in speech. 25% 

AO3 Reading: 
Understand and respond to different types of 
written language. 

25% 

AO4 Writing: 
Communicate and interact effectively in writing. 25% 
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Music 
 
General Information 
 
In the first term of Year 9, we focus upon developing the essential musical skills you need for a 
GCSE examination course in Music. As well as continuing to build on your performing, 
composing and listening skills, you will learn about Music theory and how to use music 
technology to compose, record and mix performances. All of these are important skills needed 
for the GCSE Music course. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 

 
� To enjoy listening to and learning about many different styles of music. 
� To enjoy performing (singing or playing) in any style. 
� To enjoy creating and recording their own music. 
� To enjoy using music technology. 
� To enjoy working on your own and with others. 

 
Expected Subject Content 
 
The GCSE course will focus upon the three main areas of Listening, Performing and 
Composing. The Listening aspect includes the study of a wide range of music from the 
Western European tradition, modern popular styles, music for stage & screen and World 
Music. In the Performing and Composing elements, pupils will be able to explore their 
expertise and creativity through styles of their own choice. 
 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
The assessment for this course is weighted as follows: 
 
Coursework: Composing – 30% of the final grade 
� Compose two pieces of your own original music. 
 
Coursework:  Performing in any style (play or sing) – 30% of the final grade 
� Solo performing 
� Ensemble (group) performing 
 
Appraising Test – 40% 
A listening and writing examination at the end of Year 11 based upon specific pieces of music 
taken from a wide range of styles and musical concepts & skills gained during the course. 
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Physical Education 
 

General Information 
 
During Year 9, GCSE lessons will be divided into theory and practical classes.  In the theory 
lessons, pupils will be introduced to concepts including sports psychology, applied anatomy and 
physiology, biomechanics and sports performance data analysis.  Pupils will be taught these 
concepts through both their theory lessons and practical activities. Pupils will be covering 
different practical sports during Year 9 and their teacher will be observing and assessing them 
as performers continually over the year. 
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
� Pupils must be regular and accomplished sports people, with a good record of participation 

at Key Stage 3 and extra-curricular, and must be involved in competitive sport 
� Pupils will need to be competent in subjects such as English, Science and Maths due to the 

in depth topics being covered 
� Pupils should have a love of sport and keep regularly updated on global sports issues 
 
Expected Subject Content 
 
The subject content will include both theory and practical sessions. The structure of the new 
curriculum includes the following areas: 
 
Theory (60% of the final grade) 
 
� Fitness and body systems including structure and functions of the skeleton, the respiratory 

system, energy systems and planes and axes of movement. 
� Physical training including the relationship between health and fitness, components of 

fitness, the principles of training and the long term adaptations to exercise. 
� Use of data including data analysis, data collection, data interpretation and evaluation of 

statistical data. 
� Health, fitness and well-being including physical, social and emotional health within sport, 

the impact of fitness, diet/nutrition and the impact of exercise on lifestyle. 
� Sport psychology including classification of skill and skill learning, SMART targets to improve 

performance, guidance and feedback and mental preparation. 
� Socio-cultural influences including engagement patterns of different social groups, 

commercialisation of sport, data analysis of groups and ethical issues in sport. 
 

Practical (40% of the final grade) 
 
Pupils will be assessed in three activities in the role of performer in the following elements: 
� applying appropriate technique(s); 
� applying appropriate decision making skills, strategies and tactics; 
� demonstrating ideas and problem solving solutions in spontaneous and pre-determined 

ways whilst under pressure; 
� demonstrating appropriate levels of physical ability (e.g. coordination) and fitness; 
� demonstrating their ability to control physiological and psychological parameters (e.g. 

aggression) to facilitate successful performance; 
� adhering to ‘rules’, health and safety guidelines, and considering appropriate risk 

management strategies; 
� analysing and evaluating performance to bring about personal improvement. 
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Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 
 
The assessment will be split between a practical assessment and two written theory 
examinations (two papers lasting 1 hour 15 minutes each) at the end of Year 11. 
 
The written theory examination will contribute 60% towards the final grade.  The two exams will 
incorporate the various topics we cover over 15 units of study.  Each paper is worth 78 marks.  
The papers include multiple choice, short answer questions, data analysis tasks and two long 
answer questions each. 
 
The practical assessment is scored out of 100 marks.  Pupils will put forward three sport 
assessments and one piece of coursework.  Each sport is assessed on a pupil’s skill level 
(scored out of 10) and their ability to use skill/techniques/tactics in game contexts (scored out 
of 15 marks).  The coursework is in the form of an analysis and is worth 25 marks. 
 
  



		
Page	34	

 
Health and Fitness 

 
General Information 
 
Course Offered:  NCFE Level 2 in Health and Fitness (VCert) 
 
Expected Subject Content 
 
Pupils will know:  
 

� how fitness is beneficial;  
� the main components of fitness measure an individual’s level of physical fitness  
� how to use the principles of training in a fitness programme  
� how to prepare, plan and develop a personal health and fitness programme  
� how a healthy balanced diet affects lifestyles.  

 
 
Pupils will also have an opportunity to practice a range of ICT skills. 
 
 
What wil l  I  need to be succeed? 
 

� You should have an interest in what is going on in the wider world and particularly in the 
sport industry; 

� You will need to be able to work with others either on small tasks or during project tasks;  
� You should have good communication skills; 
� You will be prepared to present your work to others; 
� You must be able to work independently. 

 
 

Expected Assessment Requirements 
 
Due to be released shortly. 
 
Individual units will be graded as Pass; Merit or Distinction. 
The final grade for the qualification will be aggregated by combining the grades achieved for 
each unit. The final grade will be issued to the centre by NCFE. 
 
A Distinction* grade will be awarded to learners who have consistently achieved a Distinction 
grade in every unit which demonstrates the learners’ high standard of knowledge, 
understanding and skill at Level 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



		
Page	35	

 
Religious Studies 

 
General Information 
 
Religious Studies is about life and the issues pupils will face when they leave College and go 
into the multi-ethnic, multi-faith society which is the United Kingdom. Never before has an 
understanding of worldwide political, moral and religious issues been more important.  
The course involves a great deal of thinking and discussion, making pupils more aware of other 
people’s beliefs and helping them form their own opinions about the world.  It helps pupils to 
adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion. Religious Studies 
enables pupils to have a much greater and deeper understanding of themselves, empowering 
them with the insight and maturity needed to succeed in a global economy.  
 
It also gives pupils the opportunity to explore religious and moral beliefs in a safe but 
questioning environment, so that they respect other people’s ideas while clarifying their own. 
 
Religious Studies is not about making pupils ‘religious’.  It is about enabling pupils to think for 
themselves about issues from a religious and non-religious viewpoint.  
 
Christianity – and at least one other religion – will be studied in each section. 
 
Religious Studies is recognised as an increasingly important qualification for all careers where 
working with people is a key element. It is valued in a wide variety of careers from Journalism, 
Law, Politics, Education, Social work, Medicine, Acting, he Police Force or even the Army.  It is a 
recognised academic qualification valued as much as other Humanities by the Russell Group 
Universities.  
 
What wil l  I  need to succeed? 
 
Pupils who do well in and enjoy this subject generally: 

� enjoy discussing their views and opinions; 
� have an interest in learning about the views and opinions of other people from different 

cultures and backgrounds; 
� need to be able to see both sides of an argument; 
� need to be able to remember key quotes and examples to support their opinions; 
� have an enquiring, inquisitive mind; 
� have an ability to think (and write down your thoughts) logically; 
� have an interest in psychology – i.e. where people get their ideas from; 
� have a love of argument and discussion; 
� show a willingness to listen to other people’s point of view. 

 
Subject Content 

 
Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices 
Component 2: Thematic studies  

 
Component 1: The study of rel igions: beliefs, teachings and practices in 
Christianity and Islam 
� Students should be aware that Christianity is one of the diverse religious traditions and 

beliefs in Great Britain today and that the main religious tradition in Great Britain is 
Christianity. Students should also be aware that Islam is a diverse and varied religious 
tradition that exists in a Global community.  
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� Students study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam and their basis 
in Christian sources of wisdom and authority. They should be able to refer to scripture 
and/or sacred texts where appropriate.  

� Students study the influence of the beliefs, teachings and practices studied on individuals, 
communities and societies, including common and divergent views within Christianity and 
Islam in the way beliefs and teachings are understood and expressed. Students may refer to 
a range of different Christian and Islam perspectives in their answers including Catholic, 
Orthodox and Protestant or Sunni and Shi’a. 

 
Component 2: Thematic studies 
Students should study the following 4 themes for Component 2.  
Relationships and Families 

� Contraception 
� Sexual relationships before marriage 
� Homosexual relationships 

Religion and Life 
� Abortion 
� Euthanasia 
� Animal Experimentation 

Religion, peace and conflict  
� Violence 
� Weapons of mass destruction 
� Pacifism 

Religion, crime and punishment  
� Corporal punishment 
� Death penalty 
� Forgiveness 

 
Expected Assessment Requirements (1-9 Grades) 

How it is assessed 
 
Component 1:  

� Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
� 96 marks (plus 5 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) 
� 50% of GCSE 

Component 2:  

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
96 marks (plus 5 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) 
50% of GCSE 

  

 


