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Recommended Reads Year 8 2017 

 
 

T = Younger Teen Reads 

 

 

Benjamin, Ali  -  The Thing About Jellyfish  

 

A 12-year-old girl trying to cope with the death of her 

friend pursues the theory that she may have been killed by 

a jellyfish. An astonishing book with a unique plot and 

writing style. 

 

T 

 

 
 

Boyne, John  -  Boy at the Top of the Mountain   

 

A young boy falls under the spell of Adolf Hitler when his 

aunt who is the housekeeper at Hitler's residence in the 

Alps takes him in after he is orphaned during World War 

II.  A powerful and quite disturbing read. 

 

T 

 
 

Brahmachari, Sita  -  Red Leaves 

 

Three young people are trying to find a way of making 

sense of their confusing and chaotic lives which become 

intertwined by chance in ancient woodland. This is a 

sensitive depiction of diversity and the human need for 

somewhere to call home. 

T 

 
 

Brazier, DJ  -  Alone 

 

A thirteen-year-old boy experiences harsh lessons about 

survival while alone in the jungle after a plane crash. A 

Bear Grylls style read but not for the squeamish. 

T 

 

Coggin, Linda  -  The Dog,  Ray 

After she dies in a car accident, 12-year-old Daisy is 

reborn as a dog and endeavours to find her family while 
making friends with a homeless boy along the way. A girl, 

a dog, a boy, a journey.  

T 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781447291251
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Foster, Stewart  -  The Bubble Boy   

 

An eleven-year-old boy is permanently confined to an 

isolation unit due to an immune system disorder, but 

conspires with his new nurse to have an adventure 

outside. Expect superheroes, super nurses and a few tears 

from this truly unique story.    

 

T 

 
 

Heilig, Heidi  -  The Girl from Everywhere 

 

A time travelling pirate and her father try to get back to 

the exact time her mother was dying and save her. A good 

old fashioned adventure with an original plot.   

T 

 
 

Jarvis, Robin  -  The Power of Dark 

 

Two children join forces with a witch to save the town of 

Whitby from dark forces which herald an apocalypse. An 

enthralling mix of magic and horror - first of a new series 

from fantasy legend Robin Jarvis. 

T 

 
 

Levy, Marianne  -  Accidental Superstar 

 

Everybody's watching Katie Cox... Katie Cox is used to 

going unnoticed, by her parents and even her best friend. 

But when a video of her singing in her bedroom goes viral, 

she becomes a superstar overnight. A wonderful and 
entertaining tale about finding out what is important in life. 

T 

 
 

Martin, Ann  -  How to Look for a Lost Dog 

 

An autistic girl searches for her missing dog after a 

hurricane, and deals with issues at home and school. A 

sophisticated and very moving piece of storytelling. 

 

T 

 

Norris, Andrew  -  Jessica’s Ghost 

 

When a shy teenage boy with a love of fashion design 

meets the ghost of a girl, his life changes for the better, as 

well as the lives of two other misfits he makes friends 

with. Funny, clever and beautifully written. 

T 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/407/9781471145407.jpg
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Reeve, Philip  -  Railhead 

 

In a distant future in which humanity travels the stars on 

sentient trains, a teenage thief is tasked to steal a 

mysterious object and begins an adventure that will 

change his life. Brilliantly inventive, this gripping adventure 

is a must for Reeve fans.  

 

T 

 
 

Sands, Kevin  -  The Blackthorn Key 

 

A young apprentice to an apothecary in 17th century 

London has to unravel a mystery when his master is 

murdered. First in a trilogy. 

T 

 

Sheehan, Nikki  -   Swan Boy 

 

Johnny moves house and starts a new school and has to 

deal with a bully who can't leave him alone. But help 

comes from an unexpected and surprising source and 

Johnny's growing power soon puts him in a very special 

place. A magical story about having the courage to fly. 

 

T 

 
 

Slater, Kim  -  A Seven Letter Word 

 

A 14-year-old boy with a stutter and family problems finds 

solace in a new friend and a scrabble competition. A 

compelling story which is easy to read. 

 

T 

 

Stead, Rebecca  -  Goodbye Stranger  

 

A group of tweens negotiate the tricky transition from 

childhood into young adult-hood. Told from interlinked 

points of view, this is a bittersweet story about the trials 

of friendship and growing up.  

 

T 

 

Stroud, Jonathan  -  The Screaming Staircase 

 

Ghosts crowd the streets and houses of London. Anthony 

Lockwood, with his grumpy deputy George, and his junior 

field operative Lucy, make up Lockwood & Co, the small, 

shabby yet talented ghost-hunting agency. A fantastic start 
to a humorous yet spooky series. 

T 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/766/9780192742766.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/645/9780141360645.jpg
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Welford, Ross  -  What not to do if you Turn 

Invisible 

 

A girl discovers that she has turned invisible after spending 

too long on a sunbed in an attempt to get rid of her acne. 

A beautifully written novel with lots of humour. 

 

 

T 

 
 

Whelan, Daniel  -  The Box of Demons 

 

A boy in possession of a box of three collared demons 

gets dragged into a war with Heaven and Hell after an 

attempt it made to start the apocalypse.  A must for fans 

of Terry Pratchett or Tom Holt. 

 

T 

 

Wexler, Django  -  The Forbidden Library 

 
Late one night Alice Creighton hears her father having an 

argument with a fairy - a snarling, bald beast with warts 

and needle-like teeth. It is threatening her father, insisting 

he accept a mysterious offer, or else. Alice has stumbled 

into a world where all of magic is controlled by Readers 

through books. A compulsive fantasy with a brave and 

brilliant heroine. 

 

T 

 

Hampshire Book Award 

 

Ask your Librarian for book titles from previous years of the School Library Service’s 

Hampshire Book Awards. These titles are designed to offer extra enjoyment, enrichment 

and engagement.  

 

Hi- Lo 

 

 
 

Alexander, Kwame  -  Crossover 

 

12-year-old Josh and his twin Jordan have basketball in 

their blood. But when Jordan meets a girl, the twins' tight-

knit bond is tested - are the rules of the game about to be 

broken? A heartfelt novel written in verse.   

 

T 

 

Blythe, Daniel  -  I Spy  

 

A girl discovers the new apartment block she and her 

mother have moved into is controlled by a meglomaniacal 

teenager who has access to the central computer that 

powers the block.   

T 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/350/9780008156350.jpg
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Bradford, Chris  -  Bullet Catcher   

 

A boy with the ability to stop bullets is recruited into a 

secret organisation which trains children with special 

powers to keep the city safe from terrorist attacks. Troy's 

skills are rare - and soon SPEAR recruits him into its rank 

to protect the rich and powerful.   

 

T 

 

Brahmachari, Sita  -  Brace Mouth False Teeth  

 

A shy teenager’s week goes from bad to worse when she 

is fitted for braces and then sent to a Care Home for her 

school Work Experience placement. But then Zeni meets 

Alice, an old lady with a story to tell, and through Alice, 

Zeni too finds her voice.  

 

T 

 
 

Hopkins, Cathy  -  Mum Never Did Learn to Knock  

 

A girl is comforted by the ghost of her mother who keeps 

her company until she feels that she ready to move on 

from her bereavement and carry on with her life.   

 

T 

 

Lawrence, Caroline - Queen of the Silver Arrow 

 

A retelling of the story of Camilla from Virgil's epic poem, 

the Aeneid. When Camilla's father fled for his life, Camilla 

lost all she ever had. She should have grown up a princess. 

Instead she grew up a wild girl in the forest.  

 

T 

 

If you would like to buy some or all of the titles on this list, go to www.petranet.co.uk and 

log in using your School Library Service username and password. The list will be available to 

see in ‘View your Bookshelf’ on the left hand side of the home screen.  

 

Your SLS password will give you 22% discount on most titles and books can be jacketed and 

serviced. If you do not have a password for Petranet, please email hq.sls@hants.gov.uk or 

phone 01962 826660. 
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mailto:libsexc@hants.gov.uk
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